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During this half-term’s science lessons, we will be learning 
about different scientists and inventors and how they impact our 
life today. We shall also be applying our science learning to our 
learning challenge work on castles.   

We will be looking at Marie Curie, Isaac Newton, Stephen 
Hawking and Timothy Berners-Lee as well as others. Pupils will 
then be given the opportunity to deepen their understanding of 
their chosen scientist or inventor.  

As usual, we will be carrying out some scientific experiments 
and looking at what we must do to be great scientists.   

 

We hope that you had a fantastic Christmas break and got to enjoy some festivities. 
Thank you for all your support last half-term, especially during the busy build up to 
Christmas. This half-term we enjoyed our class trip to the cinema, a bonfire themed 
morning in Forest school as well as performing the Christmas production.  
 
This half—term, we have already started exploring our new topic of ‘Why were 
Norman castles certainly not bouncy?’ by investigating what materials can build strong 
walls and withstand our attempts at invasion! In science, we will be learning about 
different scientists and inventors.   
 
If you have any queries; please do not hesitate to contact us via the school office or in 
your child's home school diary book.  



 

In our English 
lessons this half term we will be 
researching and posing question about 
castles using a range of non-fiction 
texts.  

We will also be reading Castles by 
Colin Thompson, building to writing our 
own explanation texts and creating 
wanted posters for historical characters.  

 

In Maths this half term, 
we will continue to build on our place value 
understanding to solve addition and 
subtraction problems.  

We shall also introduce fractions, exploring 
what a fraction is and how they are 
represented in a variety of ways. 

We shall also apply our measurement learning 
to our learning challenge work on castles.  

 
We will have the use of the Rebound room on a Monday afternoon. 
Your child will have a fortnightly rebound session lasting an hour 
and a half.  

We will have hydrotherapy sessions on a Thursday afternoon, 
prioritising pupils that don’t attend Burntwood swimming. We will swim in on a rota each week 
to keep group sizes smaller. There are swimming kits and towels for pupils to use in school or 
feel free to send your child’s kit into school each week. If some pupils are absent, your child 
may be able to have an extra session.  

PE is on a Wednesday afternoon and will be taught by the PE Teacher, Stella.   

Forest School will be on Wednesday mornings and will be lead by Nicola Purkis, the Forest 
School lead. Please ensure that your child has suitable clothing and footwear for this 
session—warm layers, wellies, waterproof coat, waterproof trousers etc.  

 

Please be aware that the weather can be very unpredictable at this time of 
year and is getting much colder Please ensure your child has a coat or extra 
layers when in school.  

We try to continue taking pupils outside for play at break and lunch time, 
weather permitting.  

 

Our Learning Challenge this half term will be ‘Why were 
Norman castles certainly not bouncy?’. We will exploring 
the use of materials to build strong structures, looking at the 
Battle of Hastings and who William the Conqueror was.  

We shall also look at some famous local castles and what 
different and similar properties these castles have.  
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